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ARBORETUM
POLLEN DUST 

“Resisting Catastrophe”
by Michael Kopicki

Regards to: The workers on 
The Webster Trails, and 

particularly Mr. Ron Happ, the 
all-season steward of 

The Whiting Road Sanctuary

1)  The Continuous Quest: 
Bringing back The American 
Chestnut, or close facsimile, by 
degrees with great patience…

A positive note: many growers, 
from medicinal forest healers 
to northern nut growers (since 
1910!) are planting hybrid forms 
of Manchurian and European 
Chestnuts backcrossed with 
survivor American Chestnuts. I 
am personally caretaking a grove 
of 40 third generation trees, all 
derived from trees grown and 
tended by Mr. Earl Douglass of 
Red Creek, N.Y., in the 1960’s 
and 1970’s. They began bearing 
nuts in their 8th year in 2021.  A 
purer form, closer to the original 
American Chestnut (primordial 
tree!), has been tissue-cultured 
and genetically “assembled” 
for certain resistance to the 
destructive fungus which brought 
catastrophe to this species. An 
experimental plot using hundreds 
of these hopefully resistant trees 
has been planted, with protective 
fencing, in southwest New York 
(Cattaraugus County). 

2)  And now the latest victims, 
The Ashes, so great a part in the 

When you visit the arboretum, you 
may want to explore the variety of 
pollinators that you can find around 
the plants and flowers throughout 
the year. From early spring until late 
fall there are thousands of insects 
besides bees that feed on the nectar 
and pollen in the flowering trees, 
shrubs, perennials, and annuals. If 
you search carefully, you can find 
beetles, flies, butterflies, moths and 
even hummingbirds all intent on finding 
something to eat or to feed their young.

Beetles were 
some of the 
first pollinators 
because they 
were around 

when the first flowering plants evolved 
a hundred million years ago, long 
before bees and many other insects. 
Beetles, like locust borers that feed on 
pollen, carry it unintentionally attached 
to their bodies when they move to the 
next plant. Ladybugs and tiger beetles 
searching for aphids and other prey do 
the same.

Remarkably, there are flies that 
look so much like bees that you can 
barely tell them apart. If you get close 
enough, you can count their wings 
because flies have one set of wings 
and bees have two sets. Flower flies, 
or hoverflies, mimic stinging wasps 
and bees to avoid 
predators. Flies 
called bee flies sip 
nectar through 
a long, narrow 
proboscis.  

We all love to 
see butterflies 
in our gardens 
because many 
of them are 
beautiful, 
however they serve as pollinators 
too. As they gather nectar from 
their favorite flowers, their wings 
and legs collect pollen. The tall 
fennel in the herb garden has 
attracted black swallowtails and 
some years we have seen their 
colorful caterpillars growing on 
the stems.

Pollination by moths takes place at 
night with a few exceptions. Their 
powerful sense of smell leads 
them to flowers that are fragrant 
when the sun sets, and they are 

attracted to 
pale flowers 
more easily 
seen at night. 
We have seen 

a rare moth that feeds during 
the day, called the hummingbird 
moth or hawk moth, hovering over 
flowers to sip nectar.

Hummingbirds 
are pollinators 
too, and so are 
other birds, 
bats, frogs and 
many more 
animals too numerous to include 
here. There is so much to learn 
about our natural world!

— by Beverly Gibson, 
aka “Spice Girl” 2021

“SPICE GIRL”
Pollinators: More than Bees
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By Carole Huther  

Over these past 
two years we have 
been faced with 
many challenges 
due to Covid, and 

the Arboretum was no exception.  
Day of Caring was shut down for 
2020 but open again in ’21 with 
Covid protocols.  We were delighted 
to be able to host 55 volunteers for 
the Day of Caring instead of our 
usual 100.  In order to maintain social 
distancing, we planned for outdoor 
eating and had the box lunches set 
out in the patio area - fortunately the 
weather was warm and sunny. 

The project lists, compiled by Donna 
Shayder and George Riehle, were 
posted outside on the information 
kiosk located by the herb garden. It 
was amazing how smoothly the event 
ran. For many of the teams’ members 
(Carestream, Paychex, TRSS, Kodak 
Alaris and Howard Hanna Helpers) 
they were seeing each other for the 
first time since the Covid lockdown in 
March 2020 - and what a great time 
they had re-connecting.  

We were fortunate to have Master 
Gardeners, Carla Watkins and Karen 
deNapolis, assist in leading teams 
to their assigned work area and 
to answer gardening questions. 
As usual, a great job was done by 
the volunteers in preparing the 
Arboretum for the coming season.  
We can’t thank them enough for their 
help and enthusiasm.  

We are looking forward to hosting 
100 volunteers this May 19.  

February can be the slowest month 
for birding in our parks, including 
the Webster Arboretum. Fall 
migration is over, spring migration 
hasn’t started yet, and many of our 
resident seedeaters are hanging 
out at bird feeders. But there is 
an interesting group of birds that I 
think of as the “semi-hardy” birds – 
including American Robin, Hermit 
Thrush, Northern Flicker, Eastern 
Bluebird, Gray Catbird, and many 
others. These birds tend to be 
insect and fruit eaters (frugivores 
and insectivores), so they don’t 
generally eat birdseed. Some will 
regularly attempt to over-winter 
here (they may also move down 
here from farther north), and 
while they can be numerous in 
early winter if you know where to 
look, by late winter they can seem 
diminished in number, probably 
because some haven’t survived, 
and some have moved on when 
food ran short. 

I wandered 
out on a short 
walk through 
the Webster 
Arboretum on 
a snowy, cold 
February day 
to see if any of 
these “semi-
hardy” birds 
were around. 
Listening carefully, I could hear a 
flock of American Robins calling 
to each other from the back wild 
part of the Arboretum, so I headed 
there. They were feeding in a nice 
colony of that very underrated 
native shrub, Staghorn Sumac (Rhus 
typhina). One of our showiest and 
loveliest fall shrubs, it is also a 
critical late-winter food for many 
of our birds, when most of their 
preferred fruits (poison ivy berries, 

grapes, crabapples, hawthorns, and 
various viburnums) are stripped 
clean. This shrub far too often gets 
“cleared,” because people mistakenly 
believe it is a weed. 

I also heard a calling Northern 
Flicker, who wasn’t hard to locate. 
He is an unusual woodpecker, 
because he normally feeds on 
insects on the ground rather 
than on tree trunks, but when it’s 
covered with snow he’ll resort to 
eating fruit, and sure enough, he 
was feeding on the Sumac with the 

Robins. He took an occasional break 
to fly up to the top of a tall tree and 
sing – likely already staking out his 
breeding territory for the spring.

Farther back in the woods, in a 
dense tangle of undergrowth, 
I spotted a lone Gray Catbird. 
Although she’s likely been in the 
area all winter, they don’t migrate 
very far south, and they return to 
our area quite early in the spring. 
Because they are “semi-hardy” they 
can brave the occasional snowstorm 
if they wind up here too early. 
Catbirds will be 
coming through 
Webster in large 
numbers soon; 
listen for their 
“meow” calls in 
thickets.

Even when it seems very still in 
the woods, if you walk quietly and 
listen carefully, you will nearly 
always find birds!

Birding on a Late-Winter Day 
     in the Arboretum  Story and Photos by Cynthia Kindle



I recently had a conversation with 
a cousin who grew up next door to 
my family.  She was remembering 
how excellent we all got at climbing 
grandma’s apple trees, especially one 
of my younger brothers.  One or two 
of my other brothers were noted for 
falling out of those same trees and 
breaking a bone or two.  I grew up in 
Minnesota, out in the country—now 
suburbs, but back then it was small 
houses on acres of land.  We had a 
small barn and a chicken coop.  My 
dad kept bees for a few years.  We 

2022
Arboretum Events

Annual Meeting
APRIL 26  Tuesday, 6:30pm

_____

23rd Spring Plant Sale
MAY 7  Saturday, 8am-Noon

_____

Day of Caring
MAY 19  Thursday

_____
Daylillies in Bloom All Month!

Annual DayLily Sale
JULY 16  Saturday, 8am-Noon

_____

Holiday Sale
DEC. 3  Saturday, 9am-Noon

In 2021, the Webster Rotary Club 
embarked on a renovation of the 
Webster Rotary Memorial Grove 
within the Arboretum. The Grove 
was designed to commemorate the 
lives of past Rotarians who gave back 
to their local community. Aided by 
a grant provided by Rotary District 
7120 and the expertise of a local 
horticulturalist, the Webster Rotary 
Club added a new kidney shaped 
bed at the entrance to the grove, 
updated many of the plants, and 
replaced two older benches with two 
Trex benches. Additionally, there was 
a great deal of clean-up done along 

the creek bed and around the many 
trees in the grove. In 2022, a new 
entrance arbor will be erected and a 
formal dedication will take place. If 
you are interested in learning more 
about the Webster Rotary Club and 
the work we do at the Arboretum, 
please feel free to contact us by email 
at rotarywebster@gmail.com or by 
phone at 585-678-1378.

Webster Rotary 
Memorial Grove
By Joseph Corona

lived just a short path away from my 
grandmother.  

My grandmother loved gardening.  She 
had a spectacular flower border along 
the driveway to the house.  She had a 
strawberry patch and canes of raspberries 
and blackberries.  She grew currants for 
jelly making.  Along that path between 
our houses there was an arbor of wild 
grapes—my very favorite hiding place 
during hide and seek games.  It was in the 
berry patch she taught me my first bird 
song — ‘’Thief” calls the blue jays as we 
picked berries very early in the morning.  
Long ago in Minnesota the only edible 
fruit trees that could survive the winter 
were apples and a few pears.  Now there is 
work going on through the University of 
Minnesota to develop cold hardy plums 
and cherries and even peaches.   

One of the missions of any arboretum 
is to help its community understand 
the necessary conditions for growing 
trees and plants in a home landscape.  
It’s my understanding that the Webster 
Arboretum may soon make an effort to 
plant a grove of fruit trees.  That goal 
is a nod to the Arboretum’s past as an 
orchard. The property has lost most 
of the original apple and pear trees to 
age, disease, and natural events.  As 
someone who grew up surrounded 
by cultivated and wild fruits and 
vegetables, I solidly support the value 
of adding fruit trees to the botanical 
collection.  I’ll be excited to watch the 
progress.  

As always, 
See you at the Arb!

— by Marian Welter, 
          as “Rose”

If you’d enjoy seeing photos of the Webster Arboretum 
throughout the year follow #websterarboretum on 
Instagram. If you don’t have an Instagram app on your 
phone, go to your App Store and search for Instagram. 
Set up an account and follow the Webster Arboretum 
account along with other outdoor and nature locations in 
our community, throughout the United States and around 
the world!

Find the Webster Arboretum on Instagram!



Ordinary Income/Expense                                               TOTAL 
Income

Membership Dues $ 2,682
Donations $ 7,177
Bequests $ 28,816
Program Income $ 6,433
Investments $ 15,000

Total Income $ 60,108

Expense
Plants, maintenance, supplies $ 27,778
Printing, Postage, Shipping $ 1,292
Other types of expenses $ 5,146

Total Expenses $ 34,216

Net Income $ 25,892

Webster Arboretum Association, Inc.
Statement of Financial Income and Expense

January through December 2021

Webster Arboretum Association, Inc.
Present board members of the Webster Arboretum Association, Inc. are:

 Carole Huther, Chairperson  Liz Marr, Treasurer
 Alana Miller, Vice Chairperson  Sandy Borkhuis, Secretary

Members: Cathy Blakey, Doreen Dailey, George Riehle, 
Patsy Moran, Donna Shayder, Judy Mutrie

Honorary Board Members: Stephanie Lux and Bud Saylor
The board meets the fourth Tuesday of each month at 7 PM.
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•  JOIN US AT THE ARBORETUM  •  FREE AND OPEN TO THE PUBLIC!  •

Webster Arboretum Association, Inc.
ANNUAL MEETING • 6:30PM Tuesday, April 26, 2022

Speaker: Carole Huther, “Owls, Everything you ever wanted to know!”
At the Webster Arboretum, Curry Building, 1700 Schlegel Road

Don’t miss the
21ST ANNUAL SPRING PLANT SALE!
SATURDAY, MAY 7th from 8am - 12 Noon

New Vendors and The Old Standbys!
                     Remember to Pre-order Geraniums & Save Money!

ensemble of northern forests, 
mostly turned to standing 
firewood.  Emerald ash borers, 
working their merciless assaults on 
this species, young and old alike, 
are insect “jack-the-rippers”.  In 
the space of a year, ⅔ of the trees 
in the small acreage can be killed.  
Not entirely to the roots, however, 
and the fact that Ash (especially 
Red Ash) can coppice (grow stems 
from root systems, may ultimately 
save this vital species from near 
extermination.

3)  A clutch of robins huddled in 
the Sumac grove that has been 
disfigured by neighborhood rabbits 
and meadow voles, stripped of 
bark for two feet along trunks.  
Blistering late winter winds 
shooting in from the lake shake 
scarlet velvet seeds from the 
remaining sumac branches onto 
the remnant carpets of snow, 
make elegant dining tables on the 
new avian arrivals ….
So it’s that intermediate season, 
“splinter” which teases with a 
modicum of warmth then 
metastasizes to bone-chilling 
½ day blizzards.

The Japanese and native vernal 
Witch Hazels are in bloom by late 
February and early March - on a 
rare 55 degree day honey bees will 
be collecting pollen from these 
scented ribbons.

No privit berries this year for wild 
turkeys. Had 13 of them one year 
masquerading as ornaments in the 
big plant we let grow wild. 

Red squirrels. Zig-zag over the 
field, steal into a barn and mess 
with the bee-hive stuff stored for 
the next year.

ARBORETUM
POLLEN DUST

continued...

 


